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STATE 


VOTE 7 




For 


Against 




Colorado, Regulating practice 2 
Montana 5 

Michigan, Regulating 4 
Massachusetts, New Year's Day 2 


96,879 
72,162 

225,220 
312,678 


82,317 


Boxing 

Fraternal beneficiary 

societies 

Holiday 


76,510 

349,810 
113,142 



1 Constitutional amendment referred by legislature. 

2 Legislative act referred by legislature. 

3 Question submitted by legislature for vote of sentiment. 
* Initiated constitutional amendment. 

5 Initiated act. 

6 Legislative act referred by petition. 

7 In several States the official vote given does not include the vote of the sol- 
diers on the border but in no case will these returns affect the passage of any 
measure. 



Constitutional Conventions. In six States the voters decided at 
recent elections on the question whether or not there should be held 
constitutional conventions to rewrite the constitutions of those States. 
Four States, namely, New York, Tennessee, Colorado, and South Da- 
kota, defeated the proposal, while Massachusetts and New Hampshire 
voted to hold such conventions. An initiative petition providing for 
calling a constitutional convention in 1918 was circulated in Nebraska 
prior to the last election but for lack of the required signatures did not 
get a place on the ballot. In New York State a constitutional conven- 
tion was held in the summer of 1915, but the entire work of the conven- 
tion was rejected by the voters of the State at the polls at the Novem- 
ber election in the same year. The New York voters, this year, seemed 
unwilling to go to the expense of calling another convention, especially 
since the vote was so overwhelming against the adoption of the new 
constitution only last year. 

In Massachusetts the voters decided by the overwhelming vote of 
217,293 to 120,979 in favor of holding a constitutional convention and 
Governor McCall has recently issued a proclamation fixing the first 
Tuesday in May of this year for the special election of delegates to the 
convention. The work of revising this, the oldest state constitution, 
will be followed with keen interest by the whole country. The present 
basic law of the commonwealth dates back to 1780, for the Massachu- 
setts constitution has never been rewritten. Fifty-four amendments 
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have been adopted during the one hundred and thirty-seven years. 
The number of delegates to be elected will be 320, of whom 16 will be 
elected at large, 4 from each of the sixteen congressional districts, and 
240 from the representative districts throughout the State, each dis- 
trict to be entitled to as many delegates as it has representatives. 
Nomination of candidates for the office of delegate to the convention 
will be made by nomination papers without party or political designa- 
tion, which must be signed in the aggregate by not less than 1200 voters 
for each candidate for delegate at large, by not less than 500 voters for 
each candidate from a congressional district, and by not less than 100 
for each candidate from a representative district. It may be necessary 
to hold non-partisan primary elections for delegates in the State at 
large or in some districts in case the number of persons nominated by 
nomination papers exceeds three times the number to be elected in the 
State or in the separate districts, in which case the primary will be held 
on the first Tuesday in April. The closing date for obtaining signa- 
tures is March 6. A very important point in connection with the con- 
vention which has already risen is whether the new constitution will 
be submitted in its entirety or by separate specific amendments. Minds 
are divided on this question, but an opinion from the supreme court jus- 
tices is expected to settle this. The convention will begin its work in 
Boston on the first Wednesday in June. The delegates each receive a 
compensation of $350. 

In a number of other States, including Indiana, Illinois, Kansas, Min- 
nesota and Nebraska, organized movements for new constitutions have 
been on foot for some time; and it is certain that a number of legisla- 
tures in 1917 will vote on resolutions providing for calling constitutional 
conventions. Aethue Connors. 

State Budget Systems. The struggle for responsible financial admin- 
istration brought three State budget systems into operation during the 
sessions of 1916. New York and New Jersey passed budget laws and 
Maryland submitted a constitutional amendment which was adopted by 
the people by a large majority at the last election. 

New York. In view of the close attention which was given the bud- 
get system in New York in the constitutional convention of 1915, the 
legislation of that State is of particular interest. The constitutional 
provision which was adopted by the convention, but was defeated along 
with the rest of the constitution provided for an executive budget by 
which the governor would submit to the legislature an itemized bud- 
get, and no item could be increased from that given by the governor. 



